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FROM : FE * Marshall GreenT^k 1, . .... 

( * * ' ■-*' -•i. 2 ro:;7 

SUBJECT: Resumptio n (rfjgggoto ^Patrols - — — 

CINCPAC . has just come in. with a. t^eg£^.^v^..n?ilija^y 
justifi c.a.ti nna for a~continuation o; f the DeSoto ga.tr ol. He doesn t 
. specifically urge its early resumption but the import of. fes 
message (he says a more detailed comment will follow) is. that we 
should get some more destroyers up in jhe Gulf of Ton^^as £oon 
as possible. bj6j 

I question the need or desirability of : angther peSoto/Patopl 
in the next several weeks. Most of the reaso^ .haye b^n well 
stated by Lindsey ^r^tto : the attached memorandi^.. Additional 
to his arg um ents, I- think we should recall how the South Vietnamese 
tended after the first Tonkin incident to feel that the U.S. could 
do the job for them by attacking the north. When this turned out not 
to be the case, there was a feeling of letdown. 

I fM tiV we must also recognize that many people would regard our 
operations so deep into the Tonkin Gulf as unnecessary (we cannot 
disclose the full reasons) and certainly high provocative. If the DRV 
does attack our next patrol, we will certainly have to take at least 
as strong re talia tory moves as we did last time. This m itself woul 
involve some major consequences. 
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